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Country outlook

The Vietnamese
glass industry

(second part)
This second part concludes the dossier on the Vietnamese

glass industry. As discussed in the previous
issue of Glass-Technology International,

Vietnam is currently
enjoying a more liberal

economic policy from the
government, consistent

growth in GDP and a
steady rise in direct
foreign investment.

Given the target demand
of 25 million sq. m. of

construction glass by 2000
(only 2.94 million sq. m.
in 1994), the outlook for

the flat glass industry in
Vietnam has never been more positive.

Steven J. Trow

http://www.glassonline.com
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Introduction
The Vietnamese glass industry, in

need of foreign investment and technology, is
finding that more and more foreign companies
are injecting large amounts into joint ventures.
Two of the major reasons for this are, the
abundance of raw materials and, secondly, the
ever increasing demand, especially for flat glass
and bottles. Some companies, such as Japanese
glass manufacturer Asahi Glass, are also using
Vietnam as a base for exporting to Myanmar
(Burma) and Vietnam’s Indo-Chinese
neighbour: Cambodia and Laos, where demand
is also increasing rapidly.

Raw materials
As mentioned in Glass-Technology

International no. 5-96, the Vietnamese glass
industry is by no means lacking in the raw
materials it needs. A survey carried out by the
Geology Department in Vietnam calculated a
reserve of 150 million tons of white sand; of
which the silicon dioxide (SiO

2
) content ranges

from 99.3% to 99.5%, while the ferric oxide
(Fe

2
O

3
) content ranges from 0.03% to 0.11%.

Most of the sand mines are along Vietnam’s
3,300 km of coastline and are near sea ports,
which facilitates transportation. The major sand
mines are concentrated in northern and central
Vietnam:
- Van Hai mine Quang Ninh province
- Nam O mine Quang Nam (Da Nang province)
- Thanh Binh mine Quang Nam (Da Nang province)
- Cam Ranh mine Khanh Hoa province

Ever increasing demand
The sustained economic growth currently

being experienced by Vietnam is leading to
ever increasing demand for consumer products,
and glass is no exception. The demand for glass
bottles is rising sharply in order to keep pace
with the Vietnamese consumption of soft drinks
and beer. In recent years, there has been an
influx of foreign investment and some of the
biggest drinks producers in the world, such as
Coca-Cola, Pepsi, San Miguel, etc., have been
at the forefront. The importance of the beverage
industry for the Vietnamese glass sector should
not be underestimated. In 1995, the quantity of
glass bottles produced accounted for 60-65% of
Vietnam’s total hollow glass production. As a
result, the current positive outlook for
Vietnam’s beverage industry is good news to
glassworks across the country.

However, it is in the flat glass industry that the
biggest boom is expected. It is no coincidence
that the two largest glassmakers in Japan:
Nippon Sheet Glass and, more recently, Asahi
Glass, have decided to set up joint ventures in
Vietnam. It is predicted that Nippon Sheet
Glass’s joint venture with Japanese Tomen and
Vietnamese state-run Viglacera, using local
supplies of sand and dolomite, will have a
production capacity of 28 million square metres
by 2001. When one considers that Vietnam
produced only 2.94 million square metres in
1994, it is clear that the outlook for the flat glass
industry is extremely positive. Asahi Glass, for
example, is planning to build a plant with a
capacity of 500 tonnes of flat glass per day.

GLASS PRODUCTION IN VIETNAM
Type of glassware Measure Unit 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995* 2000#

Glass lamps pieces (million) 10.5 7.7 9.7 13.9 18.0 20.0 30.0

Thermos flasks pieces (thousand) 164 200 251 310 385 450 600

Other glass products tons (thousand) 39 32 37 51 55 60 110

Construction glass m2 (million) 1.33 2.78 2.89 1.79 2.94 3.50 25.0

* - Estimate      # - Target                             Source: ICE - Italian Institute for Foreign Trade

http://www.glassonline.com


222

Glass-Technology International  6/1996

VIETNAM DOSSIER

www.glassonline.com

In Glass-Technology International no. 5-96 we published a list of the major Vietnamese glass manufacturers
that are under the supervision of the Ministry of Industry. In this issue we complete our survey on the
Vietnamese glass industry with a comprehensive list of the country’s glassworks.

Company Location Turnover Production
(US$ thousand)

Vinaceglass Ho Chi Minh 1,000 Glass products, import/export, equipment
for the glass industry

-1. Sagoglass Ho Chi Minh - Glass containers, medical glassware
-2. Glass Factory #1 Ho Chi Minh 200 Glass and household glassware
-3. Glass Factory #2 Ho Chi Minh 150 Glass, soft drink bottles & household ceramic items

Dap Cau Glass* Ha Bac province 5,800 Construction glass

Dien Quang Lamp Co. Ho Chi Minh 5,500 Fluorescent lamps and light bulbs

Rang Dong Light & Hanoi 4,700 Vacuum flasks and light bulbs
Vacuum Flask Co.

Hung Phu Glass Ho Chi Minh 1,150 Glass, soft drink bottles & household ceramic items

Tan Binh Glass Ho Chi Minh 200 Household containers and bottles

Hung Phat Glass Ho Chi Minh 100 Medical and household glass containers

Go Vap Glass Ho Chi Minh 2,500 Household glassware and artistic glass

Hoa Phat Glass Cooperative Ho Chi Minh 70 Household glassware

Lien Kiet Glass Ho Chi Minh 55 Household glassware

Phuoc Uyen Glass Cooperative Ho Chi Minh 70 Glass items for pharmaceutical use

Tan Binh Glass Cooperative Ho Chi Minh 60 Household glassware

Phu Tho Glass Ho Chi Minh 1,600 Household and medical glassware

Ngoc Thang Silicate Cooperative Ho Chi Minh 75 Production of silica for glass manufacture

Vinaglass Dong Nai - Production of silicate

Danang Glass Quang Nam 155 Household glassware

Hanoi Glass Hanoi 140 Glass packaging

Haiphong Glass Haiphong 1,700 Glass packaging

Phai Lai Glass Hao Hung 950 Glass packaging

 Source: ICE - Italian Institute for Foreign Trade

* for a more detailed company profile, see Glass-Technology International no. 5-96
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