
Sundial Bridge

old use of colour dominated the entries
in the seventh annual Solutia
International Design Awards, which

honour excellence in designing with laminated
glass. For the first time in the competition’s his-
tory, automotive entries were accepted, adding a
new dimension to the award programme. The
award programme recognizes architects, interior
designers, automotive designers and laminators
for their outstanding architectural and automo-
tive design projects demonstrating innovative use
of any Solutia brand of glazing products, includ-
ing Vanceva®, Saflex® and KeepSafe® interlayers

The seventh edition of the Solutia
International Design Awards saw an

exceptional addition to its entries with
automotive glass. In this article, we are

presented with the winners and
honourable mentions of the competition

regarding laminated glass, using the
company’s interlayers.
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for laminated glass. The widespread use of
coloured interlayers in the winning projects, both
automotive and architectural, are indicative of a
growing trend towards the use of colour and
metallic in design projects. 

Marking an industry first, Solutia assembled
a jury that included some of the 
industry’s most noted designers
from the architectural, indus-
trial design and automo-
tive worlds. 

Entries were judged on the following criteria:
• degree of attention paid to the overall aes-

thetic and functional value (form and func-
tion) of the laminated glazing;

• significance of the design in regard to new
and developing applications of laminated
glazing;

• creative use of laminated glass; and
• overall aesthetic appeal of the project.

ARCHITECTURAL WINNERS
The Sundial Bridge

The Sundial Bridge, in Redding,
California, was designed by Architect
Santiago Calatrava, of Zurich, Switzerland,

using laminated glass from Oldcastle Glass®,
Freemont, California.

This glass pedestrian bridge has transformed
the city of Redding into an overnight landmark.
A complex system of backlit laminated glass
panels incorporating translucent Vanceva Arctic
Snow interlayers provides a unique sensory
experience for all those who make the crossing.

The Woerman Tower
The Woerman Tower, a mixed-use

retail and residential centre in Gran
Canaria, Spain, was designed by

Abalos & Herreros, Gran
Canaria, Spain, and uses lami-
nated glass of Cricursa
Cristales Curvados SA,

Barcelona, Spain.
Yellow Vanceva interlayers hint at the

natural surroundings of this tower on the
isthmus that leads to Gran Canaria,
Spain. Because of the building’s 
height, Vanceva interlayers were used
throughout the building’s façade 
to provide safety, security and 
wind resistance.

Urasoe Cultural Centre, Japan

Woerman 
Tower, Spain

P
h

o
to

 b
y

©
T

O
S

H
IY

U
K

I K
O

B
A

Y
A

S
H

I

P
ho

to
 b

y
©

S
ER

G
E 

B
R

IS
O

N



82 HONOURABLE MENTIONS
Urasoe Cultural Centre

The Kyoto University and Shin Takamatsu
Architect and Associates, (Kyoto, Japan)
architectural team’s goal was to create a uni-
form curtain wall that would resist the harsh
climate. Vanceva metallic interlayer, used with
laminated glass from Nisseki Glass Kogyo
Co., Ltd., provided a complement to the sim-
plicity of the Urasoe Cultural Centre in
Okinawa Prefecture, Japan. 

Parkhaus Berlin 
The experience of parking a car becomes a

dramatic ascent into colour and light, as archi-
tects Kny & Weber, Berlin, Germany, revitalize
an ordinary parking garage in a busy retail and
tourist district in Berlin. The Vanceva colour
interlayers, inserted into laminated glass from
Thiele-Glaswerke, transform the panels that sur-
round the Parkhaus Berlin garage, designed to
integrate the structure with the colourful urban
neighbourhood in which it is located. 

Creche Lauzin Paris
New life and youth are injected into the 

formerly inhospitable windowless façade of this
Paris daycare centre through use of pastel 
coloured glass panels by Architect: Davar Panah
– Sarre, atelier architectes, Paris, using glass by
Pilkington, Paris. The Vanceva interlayers 
create the colourful conduit for soft light 
transforming the interior and exterior atmos-
phere into a safe, yet welcoming, impact-
resistant environment for the toddlers attending
the school. 

La Casa de Mamà, Guadalajara
La Casa de Mamà Children’s Center of

Guadalajara by Lorenzo Architects makes
child’s play become an exploration of ever
changing colour and light in this Spanish
school.  Parents and children alike are delighted
by the ultramodern aesthetics of this building
swathed in brilliant blues, greens, reds, pinks,
yellows and oranges attributed to the creative
use of Vanceva colour interlayers in laminated
glass manufactured by Ariño Duglass. 

Parkhaus 
Berlin, Germany

Creche Lauzin
Paris, France

La Casa de
Mamà, Spain
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ment the shade used in the roof
while blending with the car body’s
paint colour. Equally important to
this Michelin Challenge Bibendum
entry (an eco–friendly vehicle com-
petition) were the weight savings,

along with the IR reflective properties
of the metallic interlayer.

JUDGES
This 2005 jury saw representations from the

worlds of architecture, industrial design and
automotive design.

Architectural judges: 
• James Ludwig, Director of Design, Steelcase

North America, Grand Rapids, Michigan;
• Mark P. Sexton, Co-Founder/Principal,

Krueck & Sexton Architects, Chicago,
Illinois;

• Hal Ingberg, Principal, Hal Ingberg
Architectural firm, Montreal, Canada.
Automotive judges:

• Imre Molnar, Dean, College for Creative
Studies, Detroit, Michigan;

• As Dean of the College for Creative Studies,
(CCS);

• Chuck Pelly, Founder, Design Academy,
Woodland Hills, California. ■

Solutia
Parc Scientifique Fleming
Rue Laid Burniat, 3
Louvain-la-Neuve (Sud) - Belgium
Tel: +32 - 10 - 481227
Fax: +32 - 10 - 481343

E-mail: films-archi@solutia.com - www.solutia.com
www.saflex.com - www.vanceva.com

AUTOMOTIVE WINNERS
Citroen C4 

The Citroen C4, by OEM Design Studio,
Citroen, Paris, France, features a panoramic sun-
roof using laminated glass from Rioglass SA, that
makes a stunning contribution to the vehicle’s
overall styling while enhancing passenger com-
fort and creating  space and light. The advanced
solar interlayer technology features IR-absorbing
nano-particles that allow increased light in the
cabin without the concerns associated with solar
heat gain and UV ray penetration. 

Volvo 3CC
A further project from OEM Design Studio,

Volvo Monitoring & Concept Center, California,
United States – the Volvo 3CC – uses laminated
glass from Standard Bent Glass with Concept
Glass Artist Fox Fire Glass. Laminated with
Solutia’s Vanceva colour and metallic interlayer,
the three overhead glass panels give a nearly
seamless carbon fiber appearance to match the
roof’s structure. The other glazing positions in
the vehicle utilized Vanceva colour to compli-

Volvo 3CC

Citroen C4
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