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The ever-moving world 
of architectural glass is

continuously searching for
innovations and cost-effective
solutions. One of Pilkington’s

products - Pilkington Profilit™
-  already on the market 
for a number of years, 
is now attracting more

interest due to its versatility.
This article takes a look at
the product and its use in

modern glass facades.
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architectural effects with imaginative use of nat-
ural light, and to realize these effects without
having to resort to an over-complex installa-
tion process. Some of the world’s most eminent
architects have realized the potential of the prod-
uct, in a wide variety of applications.

ENDLESS DESIGN POSSIBILITIES
The U-shaped configuration of the glass pro-
duces considerable structural strength within
the channel, allowing it to be installed at 
high level or in large unit lengths without the
need for additional horizontal or vertical sup-
port in vertical or horizontal format to create
curves and other dramatic shapes. The 
system offers outstanding performance in high
light permeability, exceptional sound and 
heat insulation.
There are a number of options in colour, tex-
ture and installation formats which, combined
with the adaptability of the system, provide
extraordinary versatility. The standard pro-
file is a slightly green tinted glass with a cast
surface; blue coated for visual effect, bronze
coated for reduced thermal gain, and a low emis-
sivity type for improved thermal perform-
ance. The low emissivity glass, when used
with thermally broken aluminium framing,
will give a u-value of 1.8 W/m2k.
The product range consists of four standard pro-

ne of Pilkington plc’s products -
Pilkington Profilit™ has been avail-

able for many years but only recently
moved from providing an innovative and
unusual, yet cost-efficient building compo-
nent.  It has now become a favourite of archi-
tects looking for a construction medium that
may indulge their creative instincts giving
them the freedom to design in glass. The prod-
uct extends the versatility of glass facades by
offering a wide number of aesthetic and per-
formance options, for example curved struc-
tures, proven through a number of prestigious
applications throughout the world.

CREATIVITY AND WORKABILITY
The system is based upon a simple yet effec-
tive concept: translucent cast glass channels are
fixed into aluminium framing components,
providing a level of versatility that significantly
extends the limits of glass installation. How-
ever, whilst its aesthetic possibilities are enor-
mous, the key to the considerable success of
the Pilkington Profilit™ system remains its fun-
damental simplicity and flexibility. These
qualities permit the designer to create exciting
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INTERIOR USE
Used as office partitioning, Pilkington Profilit™
is an adaptable and attractive alternative to struc-
tural glass systems, and one that is consider-
ably more stylish than conventional parti-
tioning. Quick procurement and installation peri-
ods are just two of the product’s practical
features. Site adaptability removes the need for
lengthy site measurements, enabling simple relo-
cation of the system and removal of restrictions
due to modular sizes. The system is capable of
being easy to remove for relocation or re-
planning purposes. Pilkington Profilit™ glass
is ideal for separating densely populated office
and open plan areas.■

files (K 22 (*), K 25, K 32, K
50) and 3 special profi les
(K22/60/7, K 25/60/7, K
32/60/7), produced in accor-
dance with European Standards.
Both standard (NP) and spe-
cial profiles (SP) are also avail-
able with longitudinal wire
reinforcement. The range of
profile options available in
terms of width, flange height and
glass thickness means that
almost all glazing requirements
are catered for.
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