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Eager to offer highly technological
solutions, the well-known Italian
company Optima introduces 
Opty-Way® Enterprise, a new 
range of software solutions in 
a client/server version, for 
managing glasswork activities.

LASSWORKS AND OBSOLETE
SOFTWARE

Automatic cutting technology for flat
glass has now been introduced into glassworks
worldwide for over a decade. More and more com-
panies have cutting lines which have been work-
ing for years and can still be relied on for con-
tinuous work and cutting precision. There is a strik-
ing difference between the mechanical and elec-
tronic quality of these machines and the software
system operating the plant. The so-called “hard-
ware” has resisted very well through time and
through continuous technological innovations
introduced by  constructors; it is still techno-

logically valid and can be fully relied
on by the client to carry out his activ-
ities. The situation, however, is very
different as far as the “software” of the
cutting lines is concerned. Such lines
are often so obsolete or bound to out-
dated hardware systems that they are
extremely hard to come by on the
market and are not compatible with oth-
er software. Moreover, software appli-
cations always produce much greater
glass waste than last generation appli-
cations, and the client is therefore
often not satisfied with the perform-
ance of his plants. The reasons for
such a situation have little to do with
the cutting line itself, but are almost
always due to defectiveness of the
software equipment. A glassmaker
needing to maintain his quality stan-
dards, meeting the competitive require-
ments of the market, and at the same
time needing to protect any invest-

Cristian Zanca*
OPTIMA SRL

Opty-Way Enterprise 



98

ments he has made, is all too often unable to face
up to the considerable investments necessary
for the complete renewal of his machinery.

A NEW “LIFE” TO CUTTING LINES
On the basis of its own experience in the

glassworks field, both with software and elec-
tronic applications, Optima has worked on
improving the performance of old cutting
lines. The company’s own modern system for
handling and optimizing glass, both in straight-
edge and shaped cutting, has been made com-
patible with old cutting tables. Optima was faced
with a large variety of models and, above all,
with a great many technical characteristics,
which represented quite an obstacle and
required a good deal of commitment. It is
now possible for clients to update their cutting
lines, considerably increasing the overall per-
formance of their machines, and especially
avoiding large investments. 

Optima has made this solution possible for
nearly all the most important producers of
cutting tables on the market.

NEW PRODUCTS FOR THE THIRD
MILLENNIUM

On the occasion of Glasstec 2000, Optima
presented a new series of solutions and appli-
cations on the market especially designed for
the automated processing of flat glass. After
the success of the 4.xxversion, with over 500
installations in less than two years, the com-
pany is now presenting its new Opty-Way®

line in the Enterpriseversion, expressly ded-
icated to network installations and for those com-
panies where the distribution of information is
essential. Opty-Way® Enterprise is a product

designed specifically for database environ-
ments with SQL standard motors, both with
native routers and with ODBC drivers. Among
its main characteristics, are the following:
• native graphic interface in Windows envi-

ronment;
• customer, supplier and contact records;
• article records;
• bill of materials (operational and graphic);
• production management and planning;
• cutting optimization;
• management of production and dispatch

stands;

Opty-Way Enterprise 
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drawings and 2D/3D machining profiles
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two-dimensional CAD
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• production statistics which can be person-
alized by the user;

• connection with all automatic cutting and/or
bending lines;

• multi-language and multi-measuring-unit
options.

The integrated management of a technical and
graphic bill of materials introduced by Opty-
Way® Enterprise is an absolute innovation for
the glassmaking world. Seeing that more and
more cutting lines are being introduced into glass-
works, together with various NC systems,
Optima has developed a software which allows
a native exchange of information between
these “different technologies”. The result is a
product which allows the user to determine
the characteristics of the finished piece, start-
ing from the definition of the graphics and the
characteristics of the material used, to the spe-
cific work to be carried out on each piece. All
this can be done with a single definition “cycle”,
avoiding repetition or surplus information,
and, moreover, with one software.

Apart from its new line of client/server soft-

ware products, Optima has also boosted its
capacity for supplying all the hardware equip-
ment which is normally used and connected
to its own systems: from high-speed label print-
ers to industrial high-resolution television sys-
tems, and a range of electronic digitizers for the
measurement and definition of shapes and large
dimensions (max. dimension 1,200 x 3,700

mm). As in the past,
and on the basis of its
experience in the field
and in advanced data
processing technolo-
gy, the company offers
highly technical com-
puterized systems,
which meet the

requirements of the
glassmaking world, and

which will represent a big
step forward in the quality

of this sector.

A BETTER ORGANIZATION AND
RATIONALIZATION OF ACTIVITIES

Continuous technological updating of soft-
ware applications, and the updating and appli-
cation of software interface on different cutting
lines, together with the possibility of operating
connections on NC systems, can further optimize
the organization and altogether functionality of
glassmaking activities, therefore positively
affecting the company’s levels of productivity
and profitability. Once again, Optima faces the
glassmaking market as one of its main points of
reference, both due to the quality of its products,
proven by its hundreds of installations around
the world, and to its capacity as a global sup-
plier for the requirements of national and inter-
national glassmakers.
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