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ömmerling is a well-known manufac-
turer of adhesives and sealants active
in markets all over the world, and a

specialist supplier to many industry sectors,
including the automotive, construction,
footwear and furniture industries. The company
has over 300 employees working in design, pro-
duction and sales at its headquarters in
Pirmasens, Germany.

Kömmerling Chemische Fabrik GmbH has
been developing and selling high-performance
adhesives and sealants for over 100 years, and
produced the first neoprene adhesive in 1949. In
1969, Kömmerling was the first company to
introduce a primer-less two-component sealant
system for insulating glass.

With sites in France and England and sister
company ADCO Products in the United States,
Kömmerling is currently able to provide a
complete range of adhesives and sealants that
are used on a daily basis by more than 3,000
customers. 

CAST-RESIN TECHNOLOGY
In uncertain times, or in those which are

believed to be such, the topic security occupies a
prominent place on the list of priorities.
Kömmerling’s Ködilan and Naftolan cast resin
programmes ensure the secure production of
composite glass with sound absorbing and/or
security-relevant properties, guaranteeing addi-
tional advantages in the insulating glass industry.

With over 100 years’ experience in the
production of adhesives and sealants,

Kömmerling is well positioned as a supplier for
today’s market of insulating glass production.
This article takes a look at just some of the

products manufactured by this German company
that range from insulating glass sealants to cast-

resin composites and thermoplastic spacers.



Ködilan is part of Kömmerling’s classical
cast resin programme, while Naftolan is the cast
resin brand which has been managed from one
source since the Chemetall glass division was
taken over by Kömmerling. Ködilan PCR and
Naftolan UV 22 UV-hardening unitary cast
resins can be recommended for the production
of composite glass with optimum noise insula-
tion values. The very low viscosity enables
rational processing. When safety-relevant char-
acteristics are also required, Ködilan PCR/M
and Naftolan UV 11 UV-hardening 1-k-cast
resin can be used. These latter two products
combine active and passive security, offering
both noise protection and also attack-blocking

properties, while reducing the danger of acci-
dents in the case of breakage. For attack-block-
ing composite glasses, Ködilan PCR/AHV and
Naftolan UV 33 are recommended.

THREE COMPONENT RESINS
The same task is performed by Ködilan AHV

and Naftolan S 696 M three-component cast
resins, when production counts on reaction
hardening instead of hardening under the influ-
ence of UV. Ködilan SLV and Naftolan S 700 M
are also 3-k products. These cast resins are used
for the production of composite glasses with
noise absorbing properties. Optimum noise
absorption values can be achieved with both,
and both are suitable for processing with cast
and structured glass. 
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During the recent edition of the glasstec
trade fair, Glass-Technology
International spoke to Ralf Müller,
Manager Business Unit Construction
and Nicole Berger, Marketing Manager,
to get an update on the present
situation. Since the acquisition of the
glass division of Chemetall, which was
five per cent of its business, thing have
moved on quite a lot. 

Constant investments in R&D, which
take up two to three per cent of
turnover, have brought forward the
most complete product range. 
One of the strong points of Kömmerling
is its continuous contact with clients,
especially with regards to the choice of
product or products to be used with its
sealants to obtain the best results. This
is also important to avoid chemical

reactions and is ensured by continuous
testing carried out in the R&D
department of the company. In fact, the
concept of compatibility is becoming
more and more an issue in today’s
glazing market. Demand for products
comes from over 80 countries
worldwide, and the same product and
formulation, ensures Müller, can be
used the world over. 



WIDE RANGE OF EQUIPMENT FOR NEARLY
EVERY REQUIREMENT

The product designation GD (for
“Glasdichtstoff” or “glass sealant”) runs through
the Kömmerling range of primary and secondary
sealants for the manufacture of insulating glass,
which is complemented by the Naftotherm pro-
duct line. The thermoplastic butyl-based synthe-
tic rubbers are traded under the name of GD 115
and Naftotherm BU-S with the relevant require-
ment-specific performance profiles. GD 116 and
Naftotherm M82 is the two-component polysul-
phide sealant for secondary sealing of dual
sealed insulating glass. GD 677 stands for the
two-component polyurethane sealant. For glaz-
ing with exposed side casements, such as in con-
servatories and greenhouses, GD 823 N one-
component silicone sealant is available. The sol-
vent-free hot-melt butyl sealant Isomelt is enjoy-

ing increasing popularity (for reasons of envi-
ronmental protection).

Ködimelt TPS and Naftotherm BU-TPS are
Kömmerling’s thermoplastic spacers with its
own integrated desiccant. A multi-functional
product, which replaces the spacer profile, pri-
mary sealants and molecular sieve. 

Kömmerling also has a wide choice of acces-
sories: ranging from primers to Körapur,
Köratan or Köratac adhesives and Körasolv
cleaning products (for cleaning up adhesives) to
the appropriate processing devices. 

QUALITY CHECKS
Whether raw material or finished product,

every batch coming into or leaving the factory
undergoes quality checks to ensure that it meets
predefined product specifications. Only when
all tests have been passed successfully can a raw
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KÖMMERLING HISTORY

1897 Karl Kömmerling founds a company supplying accessories to the footwear industry

1902 Karl Kömmerling OHG is officially registered as a business name. The company starts producing adhesives for the
footwear industry, the arts and crafts industry and the carton
manufacturing industry

1949 A milestone is reached in the company's history: for the first time,
synthetic rubber can be used to produce adhesives

1952 Kömmerling produces its first plastic products. The company
purchases its first injection moulding machine and produces the
first synthetic shoe heel

1957 The company uses its adhesives expertise to develop sealant
products. Kömmerling is soon able to prove its skills in the
manufacture of insulating glass

1969 Another milestone in the company's history: Kömmerling chemists record a
pioneering development with the first primerless polysulphide-based two-component sealant for
the manufacture of insulating glass units

1984 A low viscosity polysulphide is introduced for the robotic sealing systems which were new at
this time. GD 116 M, as it was called, is unusual because it cures quickly yet has a long pot life

1994 The company achieves certification to DIN EN ISO 9001 and the Kömmerling test laboratory is accredited to
EU standard by DAP

1997 Kömmerling celebrates its 100th anniversary

2000 Kömmerling Chemische Fabrik GmbH becomes a subsidiary of the multinational chemical group ADCO Global Inc.,
with headquarters in Raleigh, North Carolina, United States. ADCO has over 1,000 employees at its six sites in the
United States and Europe, and does business in more than 80 countries worldwide

2001 Kömmerling Chemische Fabrik GmbH continues its policy of corporate expansion in the Asian market by
commencing activities in China

2002 Kömmerling Chimie SARL is founded with headquarters in Strasbourg, France

2003 Kömmerling aquires from Chemetall its Naftotherm and Naftolan product lines which comprise primary and
secondary insulating glass sealants, as well as casting resins for the glass industry
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material be used or a fini-
shed product despatched.

K ö m m e r l i n g
Chemische Fabrik GmbH
has a policy of batch
manufacturing and test-
ing. This means that,
unlike in the continuous
production processes
adopted by most compo-
nent manufacturers, each
homogenous formulation
is checked and individual
samples are taken to veri-
fy the quality of the
whole production batch.

QUALITY PLANNING
As early as the design

phase, the R&D depart-
ment works in partner-
ship with Quality
Assurance to define ini-
tial specifications and test
methods for a new prod-
uct. In conjunction with
the customer, these
parameters are then
refined in the lab formulation -> technical con-
versation -> initial production formulation
process before being set out in a product-speci-
fic test plan.

QUALITY AUDITS
A Quality and Environment Management

Manual containing procedural and operational
guidelines was drawn up in 1993. Adherence to
procedure and possible improvements are
checked by means of audits. Colleagues from
Quality Assurance visit specialist departments
in order to check that work is being carried out
to standard. If necessary, manufacturers supply-
ing Kömmerling with raw materials and pack-
aging are also inspected.

Using its decades of experience as a basis,
Kömmerling’s Research and Development
Department works closely with customers to
develop tailor-made solutions. At the same time,
employees also work on long-term product
innovations. Taking into account issues relating
to Health and Safety and the environment,
Kömmerling’s research focuses on the consis-

tent development of new solutions which pro-
vide its customers all over the world with an
optimum price/performance ratio. ■

Kömmerling Chemische
Fabrik GmbH

Zweibrücker Str. 200
D-66954 Pirmasens

Germany
Tel: +49 - 6331 - 56-0

Fax: +49 - 6331 - 56-1110
E-mail: info@koe-chemie.de

www.koe-chemie.de
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