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During the recent inauguration of its new 
premises and subsequent Open House, Keraglass demonstrated its
production capabilities and potentials to clients and operators of the flat
glass sector. This article takes a virtual tour around the building and 
gives just one example of this company’s wide production range.

Tonino Rovatti*
KERAGLASS ENGINEERING
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KBFO oscillating tempering and bending furnace
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PENING CEREMONY
The ribbon cutting cere-

mony for the opening of
the new premises of Keraglass, in
mid-April 2004, was held in the pre-
sence of the Mayor and the regional
authorities, in the heart of a new
industrial district, located in the
municipal territory of Baiso, Reg-
gio Emilia, North Italy.

Keraglass is now located in a 
newly-built, modern and elegant com-
plex, which includes operative and
management offices, with relevant
auxiliary services, and a large adjacent
warehouse to be used as a showroom,
research and development laboratory
and training room. In this new show-
room, clients can see complete pro-
duction line set out, ready for real
functional demonstrations of screen-
printing, roller-coating, drying and glass handling.

The offices of Glass Automation, the sister
company of Keraglass, which develops electric-
electronic engineering and automation and
software for Keraglass lines, are also located in
the same complex. 

COMPANY TOUR
The immediate reaction, on entering the

building are its elegance and functionality, ta-
king into account both the development objec-
tives of the company and the best environment
and working conditions for its employees. 

The ground floor has an elegant reception area,
a multipurpose room suitable for meetings,
conventions, training courses and cultural ini-

tiatives, a waiting room, offices for depart-
ments such as purchasing, logistics and service,
and a canteen with a fully equipped kitchen.

The first floor houses the Technical Depart-
ment, which includes a large mechanical design
room with the adjacent Technical Direction
office, on one side, and Glass Automation
offices on the opposite side.

Ribbon cutting ceremony, from left to right: Alberto Ovi, 
Mayor of Baiso; Paolo Bargiacchi, President of the Montana 
Region; Stefano Spezzani, Managing Director of Keraglass; 
Francesco Grappi, Keraglass Technical Manager; and 
Emanuele Diambri, Legal Representative of Glass Automation

Sales 
Office
Sales 
Office
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On the second floor, there are the Sales
Department, Administration and Finance
offices, an elegant meeting room, and the
Managing Director’s office.

From the office building, there is direct
access to the adjacent showroom, where com-
plete lines are set out for operation. Besides pro-
duction lines, there is also other interesting
equipment, such as the high-performing 
static ovens for glass washbasin bending, 
static ovens for fusing, handling accessories,
as well as a series of stained and printed glass
as production samples.

OPEN HOUSE
In connection with the inauguration of the new

Keraglass headquarters, a series of promo-
tional initiatives were organized. The high-
light of these initiatives was an “Open House”,
which recorded the attendance of about 100
operators, customers and agents from Italy and
abroad, representing the main worldwide mar-
ket areas of the company.

Visiting guests were given the unique pos-
sibility of attending meetings and presenta-
tions given by Keraglass area managers regard-
ing the company’s most advanced machines
and technologies.

The core business of Keraglass is focused on
oscillating and continuous furnaces for flat
glass tempering, complete automatic lines for

May 13-14-15
- Keraglass
“Open House”

screen-printing, roller coating and drying, han-
dling and packing equipment, and, last but not
least, the new-born bending and tempering fur-
naces - theKBFO.

Stefano Spezzani, Managing Director and co-
founder of the company with Francesco Grap-
pi, explained the reasons behind the choice to
present this innovative machine, KBFO, to the
market. “Many of our customers, in the last
few years, have been urging Keraglass to come
up with a bending-tempering furnace. As com-
pany policy, before taking this step, we want-
ed to be technologically ready and sure to pre-
sent the users with valid and advanced equip-
ment, incorporating the latest achievements
matured in lengthy research and design work,
including experimental sessions on a proto-
type, with the valuable collaboration of a pres-
tigious partner, Techint Group.”

“Our key objective has always been to design
and realize a bending-tempering furnace in
response to customers needs, both performance
wise and cost wise. The result is, today, before
your eyes: a reliable machine, with high per-
formances, high flexibility, applicable for different
glass areas, from shower doors to furniture glass,
from architectural to automotive glass, with a qua-
lity standard we are proud of. Special attention
has also been paid to the cost/quality ratio. Until
now, approaching this kind of equipment was pro-
hibitive for many potential customers. Nowadays,
Keraglass’bending-tempering furnaces represent
a real opportunity within almost every glass-
maker’s reach.”

“Our oscillating bending-tempering furnace
has all necessary requirements to stand the
most severe challenges of the market, thanks to
its technical features, really making the dif-
ference over the competition.”

Oscillating bending-tempering furnace
The main features of the new bending-

tempering furnace (photo on opening page)
were highlighted by Moreno Magon, Market-
ing and Sales Director of the company: “KBFO
is Keraglass’ oscillating furnace, designed for
three functions: cylindrical glass bending-tem-
pering, spherical glass bending-tempering and
flat glass tempering.”

“The project for this machine was realized fol-
lowing the more and more increasing demands
for curved glass, and it has been developed to
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respond to the actual needs of glassmakers.
The result is maximum versatility, keeping
high quality standards for both situations: flat
tempered glass and curved tempered glass. To
achieve this result, careful design work was
carried out for the press-bending and temper-
ing sections, both functions being incorpora-
ted in a single module, suitable to be inserted
in a normal tempering furnace for flat glass, thus
creating double production and market oppor-
tunities for glassmakers”.

Special mention regarding the company’s
latest development in the field of tempering fur-
naces, must be for the KFO oscillating tempering
furnace. This furnace is equipped with a pre-heat-
ing convective chamber, capable of processing
glass sizes with working dimensions of 3,210
x 6,800 millimetres (a real record among the series
of “jumbo” furnaces), shortly to be started-up
in Italy. Thanks to a patented solution, it has been
possible to realize this extra-large sized furnace,
capable of processing high-quality glass sheets
for modern architecture. 

EQUIPMENT AND INSTALLATIONS
The Open House also included films illus-

trating the operations and capability of Kera-
glass’ equipment, such as the new integrated
screen-printing and roller-coating lines, for
which Keraglass boasts unquestionable mar-
ket leadership, offering a wide range of

machines, suitable to cover all the main areas
of the glass business. 

The Open House session was completed
with a series of interesting conducted tours in
the region, to visit Keraglass installations in real
life situations, where customers could observe
and verify directly the quality of the finished pro-
ducts, the performance, the capability and the
advantages of the plants.

Another interesting opportunity was the vi-
sit to the adjacent workshop, where guests had
the chance to see various machines in their
construction stage, with special attention for two
continuous tempering furnaces being assembled
before delivery to Denmark and to Germany. 

The conclusion to be drawn from the Open
House is clear: Keraglass intends to play a
leading and winning role in glass technology,
with highly motivated projection to the world
market. The inauguration of its new premises
and headquarters, as conceived and realized, rep-
resents a probative anticipation.■
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