
he Glass Processing Days Conference,
held every two years in Tampere, Fin-

land, has become the most important meeting
of its kind on the international automotive and

architectural glass circuit. Part of its attrac-
tion is that it draws a unique
mix of participants, both from
the academic world and from
industry and commerce, all
bringing their own different

The month of June saw the
international flat glass

community move northwards to
Finland for the biggest congress

in its two-yearly calendar: 
the 6th Glass Processing Days

Conference 1999. The number
of participants at the six-day

programme of lectures, 
short courses and social events

rose to 800 this year. 
Glass-Technology International

was there to report on a
unique gathering. 

Fiona Tupper-Carey
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Chairman Jorma Vitkala
of Tamglass gives 
his opening address

Tampere Hall, Tampere, 
Finland, venue of the 
GPD ’99 Conference
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contributions to the world of glass and glass pro-
cessing. Added to this is the wonderful cul-
tural mix created by the presence of so many peo-
ple involved with glass from around the globe,
and this year’s conference was no
exception.

Eight hundred people attended
(compared to around 600 last year)
from almost sixty different nations,
with the biggest group coming
from Central Europe. Asia, the
Americas and Scandinavia fol-
lowed with over 100 participants
from each of these areas. 

The credit for this goes to the
organizers and hosts of the event,
Tamglass, which provided excel-
lent administrative back-up through-
out the six-day gathering, and to the
Advisory and Programme Com-
mittees, composed of key repre-
sentatives from the world of glass and headed
by Chairman Jorma Vitkala.

MAKING CONTACT
The focus of the conference was on making

contact, getting together and sharing knowledge,
and the organizers provided ample opportuni-
ty for it. Big and small glass companies alike came
from around the world to compare notes.
Machinery and equipment manufacturers were
also well represented, while this year the end users
had a more prominent profile, with more speak-
ers particularly from architectural companies.

The conference was preceded by a two-and-
a-half-day programme of sixteen workshops
led by professionals from different sectors of the
glass industry. Parallel sessions were offered on
specific topics related to the design and production
of architectural and automotive glass. Subjects
ranged from treatment of stress in annealed
and tempered glass, to screen printing process-

es and enamels, to design tech-
niques for glass in buildings.
These provided participants with
an initial opportunity to identify
others from their own particular
field and thus facilitate exchange.
A one-day workshop on glass in
modern architecture, led by James
Carpenter of James Carpenter
Design Associates Inc., also fol-
lowed the official closing of the
conference on 17th June.  

GLASS IN THE 
NEXT MILLENNIUM

The main body of the confer-
ence, however, consisted of the three-day pro-
gramme of lectures, preceded by a plenary,
opening session on 13 June. This session was
opened by the President and CEO of Tamglass
Oy, Pentti Yliheljo, and Conference Chairman
Jorma Vitkala. Addresses then followed by
Russell Ebeid, President, Glass Group, Guardian
Industries Corp., Andrea Compagno of Fas-
sadenplanung und -beratung, and Masanobu
Kawase, General Manager of Body Design
Planning Dept. No. 2, Toyota Motor Corp. 

The common theme of the speeches was the
future of glass in the architectural and automotive
industries as we move into the 21st century
and, indeed, the next millennium. Russell Ebeid
underlined the need for glass companies to
anticipate changes in the market and stressed the
importance of finding the right leaders to take
the industry forward into the next century (the
full text of Mr. Ebeid’s speech was published in
Glass-Technology International 4/99).
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Masanobu
Kawase 
of Toyota with
Jorma Vitkala

From left: M. Leponen (Tamglass), 
L. Jacob (Jacob & Assoc.), 
Prof. C. V. Girija Vallabhan with 
the GPD Architectural Award, 
J. Vitkala, P. Vliheljo and 
P. Salin (Tamglass)
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In the architectural field, Andrea
Compagno highlighted develop-
ments which have made glazing a
major component not just of the
aesthetic design of buildings, but also
of their heating, cooling and ven-
tilation systems. While technology
in glass coatings and their application
have made great strides in provid-
ing fuel-free climatic and light-
intensity control inside buildings,
actual glazing systems designed to
exploit natural air flows are destined
to take this function a step further
in the next century. 

Fuel economy is undoubtedly
the main concern of the automotive industry, as
pointed out by Masanobu Kawase, who referred
to the global warming problem as “the main issue
to be solved in the second millennium”. In the
next century, the automobile business has to face
the challenge of developing alternative fuel
technologies to replace the use of a limited
resource which pollutes the environment. 

Automotive glazing will therefore have to
develop according to the new types of vehi-
cles that result from new fuel technologies
(the full text of Mr. Kawase’s speech was in
Glass-Technology International 4/99). 

After the opening addresses, two GPD awards
were presented. Prof. C. V. Girija Vallabhan of
Texas Technical University, US, received the GPD
Architectural Award, while Vincent Henry of 

Visteon Automotive Systems received
the GPD Automotive Glass Award.  

LECTURE SESSIONS
For the remaining three days of

the conference, four parallel sessions
of lectures followed covering insu-
lating glass, safety glass, laminat-
ed glass, glass in architecture, qual-
ity control and different aspects of
automotive glass. The programme
also included a number of presen-
tations giving an overview of the
glass industry in different parts of
the world, such as Australia, Japan,
Russia and China. 

The breadth of areas covered this year was cer-
tainly impressive. A continued feature which many
found beneficial was the Specialists’Corner, where
speakers were required to present poster displays
of their lectures at allotted times, providing
the opportunity for more direct contact between
speakers and their audiences. And just in case
those interested couldn’t make it at the allotted
time, every poster display had its own “post box”,
where a message, a question or a business card
could be left. The area also included poster
presentations which, due to constraints of time,
could not be given orally. The emphasis on
making contact was further reinforced by a
full and informal programme of social events,
organized after each day of lectures. 

CONSIDERATIONS
The quality of the presentations was gener-

ally thought to be high. The organizers were nev-
ertheless taking note of all opinions through
detailed questionnaires, which were handed
out to members of the audience at each lecture.

What is certain, however, is that the organ-
izers have created a highly successful (the
numbers alone demonstrate this) regular event
which provides a unique opportunity for glass
specialists and non-specialists alike to make con-
tact across cultural, national and commercial
boundaries. Long may it continue!
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