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Conferences

Glass Processing
Days 1999 update

Finland’s Tamglass, the organizers of next year’s Glass
Processing Days conference, scheduled to be held from 13-16

June 1999 in Tampere, Finland, have now announced
a number of outstanding keynote speakers on current issues

within the international glass industry, and have detailed
the range of topics which will be covered. Indications

are that the conference,
being held for the sixth
time, will draw record
participation from as

many as 60 countries.

The Glass Processing Days 1999
programme is structured in three
main areas: General, Architectural

and Automotive. In addition, a comprehensive
Short-Course Programme will take place from
12-13 June 1999, immediately before the
conference.

Speakers
The opening address will be given by Mr.

Russel J. Ebeid, the executive in charge of
the glass division at Guardian Industries of
the United States. He will focus on the
current global status of the glass industry, its
trends and future. His views on the future of
the industry carry special weight given his
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key role in one of the world’s leading glass
manufacturing groups.

In the automotive sector the opening
address will come from one of the world’s
leading automobile industries, the Toyota
Motor Corporation. The speaker, Mr.
Masanobu Kawase, is a senior official
involved in the Japanese company’s body
design, planning, body engineering and
vehicle development activities. His specialities
are automotive glazing and his views will
therefore represent state-of-the-art thinking in
this important area of automotive
manufacturing. The title of his presentation
will be “Automotive Glazing in the 21st
Century”.

The focus of the architectural keynote
address will be on the application and use of
glass in future construction. The many
alternatives for the use of glass in construction,
as well as the special demands in efforts to
optimize its use will be highlighted. Special
focus will be placed on the architect’s

approach to general
global applications and
the regional and
market-area specific
requirements which a-
rise on segmented
markets in different
parts of the world.

General
programme

The first session in
the General category
will focus on glass
markets, global trends
and regional approach-
es to automotive and
architectural applica-
tions. It will pay
special attention to
the views of glass
manufacturers and pro-
cessors.

The second session will be dedicated to
standards and regulations governing the
building and automotive industries today.
Total Productive Maintenance (TPM) and
benchmarking are the themes for the third
session. The emphasis at Glass Processing
Days is non-commercial and focused
specifically on technology and science, but
the fourth session is the one in which
companies have a chance to describe how
they have solved the challenges of creating
commercially viable solutions for
production lines, equipment and process
control.

Glass in architecture
The Architectural category will first look

at working with architects and architectural
concepts and designs. Two main topics are on
the agenda. Firstly, the combination of glass
and metal in building, glass as an indoor and
outdoor building material and its use as an
artistic component used to give buildings
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character and life. The second area is glass as
a noise control element. Other sessions will
deal with various manufacturing technologies
in use and issues such as applying the latest
R&D findings to practical use in production.
A key question raised will be the constant
need to improve competitiveness by
introducing new technology without undue
risks. The specific subjects on the
architectural special sessions agenda
are the use of glass in indoor and
outdoor architecture, windows and IG
units, tempered glass, laminated glass
and new technical developments and
applications.

Automotive glass
The Automotive category will start

off by exploring the prominent role
which glazing plays in the design,
styling and key features of modern
vehicles. Topics will range from
consumer demands to legislative
issues and R&D  programmes which
affect automobile design. The use of
new materials and application methods
for these in the glazing of cars will
also be discussed. Other sessions will
look at the different stages of glass
processing. Cost efficiency and production
control, as well as quality assurance, will
constitute the central elements in this part.
The agenda includes subjects relating to the
role of glazing in the automotive industry,
pre-processing, bending and tempering, as
well as laminating automotive glass,
numerical modelling, and quality and
production control.

Specialized workshops
The purpose of the Short Courses is to

provide participants with the opportunity to
acquire more in-depth knowledge on specific
subjects such as glass coating, insulating
glass, laminated glass, tempered glass,
production control, glass decoration, glass
product design, standardization and

production machinery parameters.
Detailed programmes for the Short Courses

will be available in January 1999. These
courses are developed in close cooperation
with participants whose input is invited. In
this way, the organizers wish to ensure that
issues which concern participants do not
remain unaddressed at the conference. For

the inclusion of a special topic on the
short-course agenda, the contact
person is the Chairman of the
Organizing Committee, Mr. Jorma
Vitkala.

Informal discussions and relaxation
will also be possible through the
traditional programme of social
events, which will include midnight
golf, tennis and badminton tour-
naments.

The deadline for the submission of
abstracts on technical papers and
drafts of short courses for the 6th
Glass Processing Days is 15 October
1998. Information about the 6th Glass
Processing Days will also soon be
available at the conference website.

Additional information can be
obtained from:

Jorma Vitkala,
Chairman of the Organizing Committee,
tel.: +358-23723111
fax: +358-23723190
e-mail: jorma.vitkala@tgl.inet.fi

(Note from the Editor: The e-mail
addresses given on page 94 of issue 2/1998 of
Glass-Technology International were
incorrect. We apologize for any
inconvenience caused. The correct e-mail
address for Jorma Vitkala is as above; that
for Anne Riekkola, Tamglass’ Corporate and
Marketing Communications Manager is
anne.riekkola@tgl.inet.fi)
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