
PD 2005 - FROM FRIDAY TO
MONDAY - EFFECTIVE USE OF
TIME

The 9th edition of the Glass Processing Days
Conference will be held from 17-20 June 2005 in
Tampere, Finland. The structure of the confer-
ence remains true to its established form but, at
the same time, new features such as practical case
studies and workshops have been introduced. 

The 2005 edition of the GPD has been
organized to take place at the end of the week,
Friday to Monday, just one week before the tra-
ditional Scandinavian Midsummer holidays
that include the longest day of the year. In view
of the importance of formal, as well as informal
get-togethers and networking among partici-
pants, this format focuses on effective time use,
economical travelling and minimum loss of
work-time. 

“At the same time, the weekend allows 
visitors to take the family with them and 
enjoy the Finnish summer and culture”, says
Jorma Vitkala, Chairman of the Organizing
Committee.

The conference will start with the opening
session on Friday 17 June, followed by a Get
Together evening. The full programme, with
parallel sessions, will start on Saturday 18 June. 

The conference programme will focus on
current topics, as well as compatibility of vehi-
cle industry and glass, machine and materials
industry. The titles include:
• setting the requirements for the glass 

industry;
• development of automotive glass technology;

and
• distribution of glass.

At its 9th edition, the 2005 Glass Processing Days Conference is 
well ahead with its organization. The programme has now been

confirmed and published. This year’s event will have some changes in
format, which range from the change in dates – from Friday to Monday

– to the inclusion of practical new sectors such as Case Studies, and
an entire day dedicated to the market’s new glass coatings. 

Valerie Anne Scott



69MORE EMPHASIS ON GLASS PROCESSING
AND CUSTOMER CASES

The GPD concept has been further developed
in order to serve the glass processing industry
better in a changing market. The content of
GPD 2005 has been formulated to meet the
needs of glass processors, industry specialist,
designers and architects, while  the target is to
attract more than 900 of these glass processing
professionals. 

As a reform from the previous GPD, the next
conference will have many practical case stu-
dies on various topics in several sessions. This
time, and for the first time, there will be glass
processing companies introducing their busi-
ness processes and sharing their experiences.  

Australian DMS Glass Pty. Ltd. was the first
company to have confirmed its participation in
the Case Studies section. Sales and Marketing
Director Gerard McCluskey will be presenting
the significant challenges and achievements
since the start-up of DMS Glass until today.

“The idea of increasing the number of real case
studies is to provide GPD 2005 participants prag-
matic approach to different glass processing pos-
sibilities and challenges. The best way to learn is
to analyse real cases and to use experience to
develop business processes”, Vitkala continues. 

SPECIAL ATTENTION TO MARKETING
METHODS AND NEW COATINGS

As a new entry, GPD 2005 will also offer les-
sons regarding marketing with “How to sell and
market my products”, targeted to people in the
glass processing field facing the challenges of
today’s selling and marketing work. The target
is to provide participants new ideas, common
business and selling models.

GPD 2005 will also put an extra focus on
coatings and processing coated glass, which
will be a theme for one whole session. It is a fact
that coated glass has come to stay. Hard coat-
ings are being partially replaced by soft coatings
at a quick pace, and the range available keeps
growing by the time. The customers of the
processors are well aware of the wide supply
and extremely quality conscious.

ELECTRONIC AND PHYSICAL DOCU-
MENTATION

The advance of modern information tech-
nology has taken the GPD beyond the status of

a mere physical meeting place. With the
change of millennium, GPD opened an
Internet forum for the glass community to
ensure a constant exchange of information
between conferences as well. 

glassfiles.com now contains more than
5,000 pages of information on the industry and
its outlook. The GPD conference proceedings
are documented both in a printed conference
report and on the web.

FINAL PROGRAMME IS READY
The session chairmen have done a demand-

ing job in selecting the most interesting
abstracts for the programme from the high-
quality material received. The content design
of the sessions is in schedule and the main
guide lines for GPD 2005 have mainly been
confirmed. The feedback collected at GPD
2003, and after the conference, has been used
to outline the content for the next conference
even more focused to meet the needs of the
glass processing industry. 

It has been decided that the conference will
have three main themes - Automotive and
Architecture Glass, as previous editions, and
Global Market and Trends as a renamed and
re-outlined theme. The full programme and
abstracts can be viewed at www.gpd.fi. All
papers from previous GPDs, from 1997 to
2003, can be viewed at www.glassfiles.com.  

FEEDBACK
One of the most important bases for develop-

ing the GPD conference, is the feedback from the
participants and other opinion leaders in the glass
industry. At each GPD, participants are encou-
raged to give feedback about the contents and
arrangements of the conference. The organizing
committee has recently commissioned a survey
from an independent research institute in order to
map out the requests and wishes relating to future
conferences. Jorma Vitkala emphasizes that the
development continues: "The organizing com-
mittee is happy to hear ideas and thoughts regard-
ing the GPD concept and does its utmost to take
them as far as possible into consideration." 

GPD has also started organizing local events
between the global GPD conferences, focusing
on a single market area's own glass processing
trends and characteristics. The first GPD China
seminar was held in April 2004. The main items

to be continued on page 72
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For the first time in GPD, 
sessions with AIA/CES logo provide 
CES credits to registered architects.
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For the first time in GPD, 
sessions with AIA/CES logo provide 
CES credits to registered architects.



at the seminar concerned the 
processing procedure of tempered
and laminated glass as well as 
the changes and opportunities pre-
sented by new technology. GPD
China was the second local GPD event. The
industry and visitors found this two-day confer-
ence very useful.

GPD China will be organized again on 16-17
April 2005.

PANELS FOR ALL PURPOSES
The Glass Processing Days is a forum for

expert presentations and discussions in a hands-
on atmosphere. The 9th GPD will take this a
step further and offer structured topic-oriented
panel discussions and a Grand Panel Discussion
open to all.

The panels will act as practical tools to pro-
mote a creative dialogue between qualified
experts and GPD participants. They will also act
as trigger-points for follow-up in informal situ-
ations during the conference days.

Grand Panel
The Grand Panel focuses on the future of the

business and interaction between those who
shape the trends of tomorrow. 

Major discussion topics will be:
• the most important challenges facing the

glass industry in the next 2-3 years;
• how the glass industry can effectively hold

and advance its position in competition with
other materials;

• how to stay competitive in glass processing
from quality and products to pricing and how
to convince the end-users of the significance
of industry excellence;

• aspects on joint industry action in the promo-
tion of glass as a stylish, cost-effective and
safe material; and

• how to adjust corporate strategy to the
changes foreseen within the industry and its
customer structure.

INTENSIVE DISCUSSION IN THE
AUTOMOTIVE GLASS SESSIONS

The automotive glass session is targeting an
intensive discussion between vehicle and glass
industry representatives. The topics will cover
different angles and views regarding the develop-
ment and changes in production and distribu-
tion. A panel discussion between vehicle and
glass manufacturers after the sessions will offer
an excellent opportunity for a common discus-
sion and exchange of views of the various sec-
tors of the industry. ■

Registration is open at www.gpd.fi. When registering, 
please state that you found the information in this magazine -
Glass-Technology International.

GPD 2005 will have Arthur Ulens, CEO of Glaverbel, as one of the opening
speakers. His topic is “Shifting Markets appealing for innovative glass products”.
Ann Vereecke, Professor in Global Manufacturing and Supply Chain Management,
Vlerick Leuven Gent Management School, will speak on the topic “Competitive
success through supply chain management in the glass industry”.
Nick Limb, from Ducker Research Company, Inc., will speak on the topic “The
evolution of the global architectural glass market: 1990 to 2010”.

OPENING SPEAKERS
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The Glass Processing Days Conference, which
was started in 1992, is organized by Glaston
Technologies, a leading supplier of glass
processing machinery. The biennial event has
since grown to become the leading forum of its
kind in the world. It brings together
researchers, designers, industrialists and
processors for a common dialogue on the
current state and outlook of the business. In
2003, the  8th edition of the Conference
recorded almost 900 participants. In total,
some 230 expert presentations of a scientific
and technological nature were presented on
architectural, automotive and interior
decorating aspects of safety glass.
Glaston Technologies comprises Tamglass, 
the technology and market leader in safety
glass machinery, and Z. Bavelloni, the
leading manufacturer of pre-processing
machinery for glass. Glaston Technologies 
is Kyro Group’s Glass and Stone Technology
Division. Kyro Corporation is a technology
company, which is listed on the Helsinki
Exchanges.

THE CONFERENCE

Glass Processing Days
Vehmaistenkatu 5 - FIN-33730 Tampere 

Finland
Tel: +358 - 3 - 3723111
Fax: +358 - 3 - 3723190

www.gpd.fi
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