
he launch of the GlassExpo-Lasi 2006
Fair at the Turku Fair and Congress
Center was held from 16 to 18 February

2006. The event was attended by approximate-
ly 100 glass companies.  Main organizer 
of the fair was The Finnish Flat Glass
Association, with partners such as: The 
Finnish Glazier Association, The Finnish
Association of Architects, the Confederation of
Finnish Construction Industries RT/Window

Industry, and the Finnish Association of
Furniture and Joinery Entrepreneurs. At the
same time, the Turku Fair and Congress Center
also hosted the Nordic Stone 2006 Fair in its
second edition.

THE FINNISH GLASS INDUSTRY 
AND ITS DEVELOPMENT

“Nowadays, the use of glass is at a good
European level and the trade balance of glass is
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very favourable thanks to considerable further
processing,” said Mauri Riikonen, Executive
Director of the Finnish Flat Glass Association.

“We also have extensive machinery and
equipment production for further processing of
glass in Finland. The Fair also offered mem-
bers of the public a lot to see. The high stan-
dard programme of the Fair included demon-
strations, for example, on Saturday 18
February, visitors to the stand of Suomen
Lasitaiteilijat ry (The Association of Finnish
Glass Artists) had the opportunity to see how
glass beads are made. The glass artists of
Nuutajärvi were represented at the Fair. The

This year saw the first edition of the
GlassExpo-Lasi 2006 Fair, which was
attended by numerous companies
from the glass sector. Organized by
The Finnish Flat Glass Association, in
collaboration with other Finnish
associations, the three-day Fair, held
in Turku, also included seminars on
sustainable façades, modern glass
construction and aluminium
machining equipment.

LASITA - THE FINNISH GLASS ART SOCIETY

LASITA, The Finnish Glass Art Society, has been an active,
growing organization since it started November 2003, in
Tampere, Finland. Members are provided with
opportunities to learn more about the glass arts, exchange
ideas and create a network of support.
The society’s purpose is to promote and raise
consciousness and appreciation with all forms of glass
art. Some of the ways in which this  is accomplished are:
• offering a variety of educational programs to our

members by arranging fieldtrips, lectures and technical
demonstrations;

• arranging joint glass art exhibits in Finland and abroad;
• interacting with glass art societies from other

countries;
• raising consciousness and appreciation of all forms of

glass art to the public and the arts community;
• providing a forum for glass artists.
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TURKU FAIR AND CONGRESS CENTER

The Turku Fair and Congress
Center is a versatile venue for fairs,
exhibitions, meetings, congresses
and public events. Every year, at
the Fair and Congress Center,
located in Artukainen, in Turku,
near the city centre and harbour,
almost 100 different events and
occasions are arranged. About
300,000 guests visit the events
every year. 
The Turku Fair and Congress
Center was completed in 1989.
During the past decade, many
more exhibition and meeting
facilities have been constructed to

fulfil the ever-growing demands. In
1995, a grand auditorium for 700
people was completed, which
enables the Center to host
international congresses and
professional fairs. The facilities are
still being developed to meet the
needs of congresses in particular.
In addition to the auditorium, there
are three separate seminar
facilities for 20-150 people
available to the meeting
organizers. As to exhibition space,
the Center has altogether about
13,000 square metres of exhibition
space in four different halls. 

three-day Fair also had a comprehensive semi-
nar programme for the professionals.”

SEMINARS
The Sustainable Façade seminar, held on the

opening day of the Fair, 16 February, dealt with,
among other issues, the various trends in archi-
tecture, with Matti Rautiola, Professor and archi-
tect from the Tampere University of Technology,
as one of the speakers of the seminar. 

The seminar themes also included authenticity
and sustainability in façade materials and experi-
ences in stone façade renovation. Furthermore,
accounts of façade renovation, rebuilding and
conservation were dealt with. 

At the end of the seminar, the Glass
Construction of the Year was announced. The
Modern Glass Construction seminar explained
what can be done with glass. Also, the energy
classification of windows, quality systems for
glass construction and CE marking, as well as
strength calculations, were topics covered at
this seminar.

The Glass-Aluminium seminar was held on
Friday 17 February covering, among other top-
ics, aluminium machining equipment.  ■


