
Thirty years designing and building
machinery for the furniture and
building industry has given Giardina
Officine Areomeccaniche S.p.A. great
experience in coating application
technology –
experience that
the north Italian
company is now
adapting to the
world of glass. 
In the last two
years it has
already supplied glass companies around the world with over 50 lines.
Now, says President Gianni Giardina, it intends to build on its success
and follow the market with further technological innovations.

XPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE
Only two years after introducing its
finishing machines to the glass indus-

try, Giardina already claims unbeatable expert-
ise and experience. 
A contradiction? Not for the company’s CEO

Gianni Giardina: “We began to cater for the glass
industry only recently, but we have specialized
in coating machinery for over 30 years. Wood,
our main market, needs many different mod-
els – we have designed and built hundreds. 
It would be impossible for a company that
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Giardina, located 
at Figino Serenza,

about 25 kilometres
from Milan,

northern Italy
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caters only for glass to build up that kind
of expertise.”

This, he says, makes Giardina equip-
ment special. “Even in a relatively uncom-
plicated piece of machinery such as our
roller-coating machine there are several
points where our experience is crucial. 

Decades working with wood enable
us to solve problems for glass. 

Our technology is way ahead of our
competitors – we have, for example,
already designed, built and installed tem-
pering machines that use not only hot air but
ultraviolet, infrared and even microwave.”

Both software and hardware are developed
in-house in Giardina’s 17,300 square metre facil-
ity in Figino Serenza, Como, northern Italy. 

Here, a staff of 250 works mainly to serve
the furniture industry in Italy and abroad. 

The home market includes the areas of Bri-
anza, Pessaro and Veneto. 

Abroad, Giardina has subsidiaries in France,
Germany and the United States.

Gianni Giardini, who has seen the compa-

ny grow from a workshop of four technicians
set up by him and his father in 1970, has a sim-
ple explanation for this company’s success. 

“We are good at interpreting the market –
knowing what our customers need. 

We bought the right companies to give the
market what it required.”
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Gianni Giardina, 
President of the company and 

Flavio Curioni, Area Sales Manager 



ADAPTING TO GLASS
The market also inspired Giardina’s deci-

sion to adapt its machinery to glass finishing.
Over many years requests had come for equip-

ment glass, so, in 2000, a unit was set up to tar-
get the sector. It is headed by Flavio Curioni, Sales
Manager, and Angelo Radice, commercial tech-
nician. It works in close collaboration with
many varnish makers – including Bayer, Chem
Color, Ferro, Fenzi, Florital, Ica, Inver, John-
son Matthey and Oece – who test and devel-
op their products using Giardina’s facilities.

COATING UNITS
The glass coating unit established its pres-

ence through participation in trade fairs and
advertising campaigns. “This approach,” says
Curioni,” brought immediate results. We have
installed over 50 roller varnishing lines, as well
as a handful of next generation spray lines. Cus-
tomers come to us from across Europe –
Switzerland, Spain, France, Germany, Denmark,
Belgium – and we have recently supplied
firms in Brazil and Canada. We are current-
ly extending our network of representatives
to give ourselves complete global coverage. 

Now that we have established ourselves in
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163Italy, we aim to develop our presence inter-
nationally.” The success of Giardina roller
coating machines coincided with radical changes
in coating technology. “Until recently, coat-
ing used solvents that made them toxic – pol-
luting the environment and dangerous for oper-
ators,” Gianni Giardina explains.

“Today’s water-based coatings cause no

damage to the environ-
ment and they present no
risk to workers. This means
that coating machines do
not need the safety fea-
tures they used to.”

“The new coatings also
offer the final user much
more choice. 

In the past, for example,
to get a satin effect you
used acid, but you had no
control over the colour of
the glass. Today, with a
water-based coating you
can get a satin effect with

Details of the roller
coating machine

Roller coating
machine
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any colour you want. The whole way of work-
ing has changed, also as a result of new machin-
ery. Screen printing required a different machine
for every type of glass – this, of course, is no
longer the case. What is more is that, rather than
taking coated glass and then cutting the pieces
you need, you can now work with standard
float glass and then coat the pieces you need –
so there is no waste.”

The glass coatings market is still develop-
ing. It is continuously enriched with an expand-
ing variety of materials, and also benefits
from a growing number of operators as spe-
cialists in wood coatings transfer their skills
to glass. For Giardina, this brings new challenges
and opportunities. 

Ceramic coatings, for instance, are dried
during the tempering, but water-based coatings

could well be dried very efficiently using
microwave – just one of many innovations in
wood that could be transferred to glass.

Giardina’s response to some of these changes
will be revealed in June, in Italy, at Milan’s 
Vitrum fair. Although unwilling to supply
details, Curioni revealed that the Giardina
roller application machine at this trade fair will
be mo- dified to apply silicone for the building
market – a area of increasing importance due to
the trend for coloured facades. The machine
has plenty of other new features, he adds – but
to discover them you have to go to Vitrum.■
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