
This article, in the form of an interview
carried out by Forvet with one
of its clients - Miroiterie
Dubrulle - explains
the reasons
behind the
choice of
the
French
company
for the
Chiara MTP.
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considerably less space than a complete double-
edging line and is substantially faster.

The operational precision of the machine,
connected to its ability to measure the real glass
dimensions and to adapt the working speed,
allows to automatically correct the dimensional
imperfections of cutting and to make the load-
ing cycle not influent: therefore, the glass can be
cut without trimming, thus improving optimiza-
tion yield, granting squareness and size toler-
ance of final product. 

A particular configuration of the automatic
vacuum system with suction cups managed by
the NC according to the different glass dimen-
sions, hold the glass during the grinding
process: as a result, Chiara MTP is the only
edge processor that can operate LOW-E glass
without contact with the treated surface (regard-
less the type of coating).

THE INTERVIEW
Forvet asked Monsieur Hugues Thiriez,

owner of Miroiterie DUBRULLE - Lille, France
- one of Forvet’s most prestigious clients, his
opinion of the Chiara MTP after about a year
from its installation and the reason why he has
chosen Forvet:

Q: M. Thiriez, can you tell us shortly the his-
tory of your company?

A: Miroiterie Dubrulle has been founded in
1926 and, therefore, in 2006, we

101hiara MTP Edge Processor is an auto-
matic, numerically controlled grinding
and polishing machine, capable of oper-

ating on four sides of the glass, flat edge and
arrises, simultaneously (patented system). The
entire working cycle is completely automatic,
without any manual adjustment.

The machine’s NC parameterises the
approaching glass, controls the glass transport
feed, adjusts for the dimensions and thickness
of glass, controls wheels removal rate, feed
speed and compensates for wheels wear.

Chiara MTP is composed of three sections:
the loading conveyor, the main frame made 
up of two crossed portals with a patented 
suction cups vacuum system and the unload-
ing conveyor.

The movement of the glass on each section
is completely independent allowing for a con-
tinuous feed of completely different dimen-
sions and thickness. During the movement of
the glass towards the grinding section, the NC
automatically sets up the machine for the next
process without any manual adjustment and
waiting times. 

The four grinding heads are mounted on the
controlled axes of the main frame and hold the
grinding – polishing wheels: each single spin-
dle is automatically adjusted according to the
glass thickness and wheels wear. 

Chiara MTP can be the heart of a production
cell: it can be placed in line with any further
glass process.

The structure of the Chiara MTP requires
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102 celebrate 80 years of activity! Turnover is
in the range of EUR 6,000.000,00 and we
have about 60 employees in our production
department that take care of almost all
types of glass processing, such as cutting,
grinding, insulating glass, laminating, as
well as tempering.
The main characteristic of our company is its
flexibility. We work a lot with small quanti-
ties of same sized pieces in a continuous
flow, without the possibility of being able to
plan our production, since we work per
direct orders with dimensions and thickness
that are often completely different from each
other.  We also need to assure our customers
with delivery time very short.
In the company we have four cutting tables,
both for laminated and for monolithic glass,
two NC working centres (1 Intermac ed 
1 Bimatech) a straight line edger and a 
beveller from Bovone, a Tornati line for
laminated glass, a Tamglass tempering 
furnace, a Lisec and a Forel
line for IG glass and we are
also installing a “shuttle”
warehouse system with 
70 positions.

Q: Why did you choose the
Chiara MTP edge processor
from Forvet?

A: Among all the possible rea-
sons, I would like to indicate
the three most evident ones:
1. the first is that we consid-

ered the economic aspects
regarding costs and
advantages;

2. the second the space; 
3. the third the  flexibility.

Q: Could you please be more
specific?

A: Space is a common problem
for glassworks companies
and we are not an exception.
Installing a group of bilateral
machines in line with a
washing machine required a
considerable amount of

space that was double compared to the
space taken up by the Chiara MTP. 
This also considering that we work 
with many racks for the storage of the 
different glass dimensions and therefore
the loading area requires a lot of space. 
In this aspect, the Chiara MTP is surely
winning because in line with a washer, it
saves much space.
As far as costs are concerned, we looked at
the productive impact on batches of 1, 10,
50 and 100 pieces.
We carried out a simulation regarding theo-
retical production times (obviously calcu-
lating machine price, time needed for load-
ing and unloading, labour cost, possible
down times, amortization) and we “started
up” a double edging line, a straight-line
edger and a Chiara MTP.
From the results of this analysis, we have
seen that, despite the purchasing price of
the Chiara MTP was higher than the other
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machines, the cost per linear meter of the
polishing was the more convenient.
With regards to flexibility, I think that the
Chiara MTP is, in absolute, the only
machine that allows the grinding manage-
ment with a production flow like ours. The
possibility to change automatically dimen-
sions and thickness, as we do continuously,
without wasting time, is only possible 
with this machine. Still considering flexi-
bility, another very important feature is 
the speed in which the machine changes
type of process: from grinding on two sides
and polishing on the others two, up to pol-
ishing on four edges there are no delays for
set up times.
Honestly, I had already appreciated what I
had seen in other Chiara installations and
verified theoretically the capability, but I did
not expect to find such an effective response
with my expectations. 
The conclusion is that the Chiara MTP has
allowed us to follow the market evolution
without to increase the costs. This was the
real reason that has determined our choice.
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Q: What is your opinion regarding the post-
sales service offered by Forvet?

A: Positive, certainly positive. The machine has
been delivered on the date foreseen by the
contract. Installation was carried out in the
time promised. We have had some minor
worries but these were solved immediately.
We knew Forvet for its quality and can cer-
tainly recommend the Chiara MTP. The
machine perfectly performs and follows the
production requested. The comment of our
Production Manager, Mr. Daniel Francisco
can give you an idea: he says that the Forvet
technical service is one of the fastest (he has
long experience with different manufactur-
ers)) and the most available for telephonic
support or on-site visit.

Q: With these evidences in mind, which could
be your final comment?

A: We have the CHIARA MTP from almost a
year and we can say that it has matched 
perfectly our needs and necessities as well
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as our hopes. Production batches of 50
glasses all different as well as those of 100
pieces all equal can be carried out without
any difficulty.
An aspect of the Chiara MTP that I have 
to point out comes directly from my pas-
sages in the company. I usually visit 
the production area about 10 times a 
day and in the loading area of the Chiara
MTP there are always a lot of racks full of
different glasses. 
In the evening, I find the same area com-
pletely empty without problems signalled
from the grinding. This is for me the best
indicator of the quality of the machine.

Q: Would you return back with a traditional
bilateral machine?

A: Considering our production type, absolute-
ly no. It would not be possible to do the
work we do with the Chiara MTP on any
other machine. The price was the most dif-
ficult obstacle to overcome, but considering
the results from production, we are pleased
with this extra cost, as it has been com-
pletely paid back.

Q: Speaking about costs, can you
make any comparisons as far as
operative costs?

A: Surely we experienced a reduc-
tion in terms of consumption of
energy and water, because between
a glass and another, the machine
stops the water flow and decreases
the level of energy used. With
regards to the costs of the grinding
wheels, I do not have any informa-
tion to compare yet, but it seems to
be in the range of our previous costs.
Labour costs have not changed (the
machine needs only two operators
for loading and unloading) but, in
the same amount of time, we carry
out more production. Above all,
however, we can see a decrease in
the down times for changeover
dimension and thickness that, in our
case, is very frequent.
I hope that my competitors do not
take into consideration what I 

am saying here and that they continue to
buy traditional, enormous bilateral
machines. I would be sorry to have a lot
more competition… 

Thank you M. Thiriez. Have a good job!
See you soon! ■
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