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Glass cutting

Making
the right move at

Copmes Sud

Marco Pinetti

Since its creation towards the end of 1996, Italy’s Copmes Sud
has gone from strength to strength: a successful partnership

between the Italian state and the company’s owners,
the Artioli family, who knew how to make the most of the

opportunities offered by the Italian Government to
manufacturers, in the hope of encouraging them to set up

production lines in the south of the country. Concrete evidence
of the successful move comes in the form of new cutting

machines now being presented to the glass industry.

View of the
Copmes plant at
Scafati/Pompeii
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Machine
on display at
the factory
showroom

n a recent interview, we spoke to
Alessia Artioli, managing director
of Copmes Sud and daughter of

Paolo Artioli, the company’s president. She
spoke with enthusiasm about the new state of
the art and technology that the company is
presenting at Glasstec ’98 in Düsseldorf.

News from the South
According to Alessia Artioli, the new

products that Copmes Sud will exhibit at
Glasstec can be divided into two distinct
categories of machines. One
aimed at satisfying the
company’s traditional  customers,
and the other considering the
needs of medium/small glass
processors and the new emerging
markets.

For its traditional customers,
Copmes Sud will introduce the
new Livra machine. In two
versions, for glass sheets of 2,750
and 3,300 mm, Livra is supplied
with a new innovative single
cutting head that is excellent for
both linear and shaped cuts. A
special system allows the
automatic loading, movement and
alignment of monolithic glass
sheets. Cutting speeds can reach
up to 150 metres a minute

without loosing precision, com-
pared with the 100 metres a minute
of other competitors’ machines.

Another important part of the
Copmes range on display at
Glasstec is the Taia 2000, for
stratified glass, which was
presented for the first time at
Vitrum 97  in Milan, and has since
met with considerable success,
largely due to its extremely high
PVB separation speed.

  Copmes Sud will also present
what it considers a real gem for the

cutting industry: the new Prima cutting
machine, aimed at emerging markets and
medium/small glass processors.

This versatile cutting table is totally
automatic and has a tilting top which can
load 2,750 mm sheets. The use of new
materials for making its structure guarantees
high resistance and has helped keep its price
low.

The new Copmes Sud unit at Cavezzo,
where prototypes of Copmes Sud machines
are developed and thoroughly tested before
going into production at the Scafati/Pompeii
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site near Naples, has given what the company
sees as the characteristics of its machine:
sturdiness, high speed, high precision and
compact construction, requiring less floor
space than their previous models.

Copmes Sud now aims to develop two new
machines each year, and hopes to achieve
ISO certification by the end of 1999.

Background
Today Copmes Sud is nearly two

years old. It was set up in Scafati/
Pompeii, near the southern Italian city
of Naples, in late 1996. The factory
occupies 40,000 sq. m. on a total area
of 160,000 sq. m., where over 200
people are employed to manufacture
all the mechanical parts needed for
assembling Copmes Sud machines.

Furthermore, the company has
diversified into the production of
special components and steel
structures, for the aeronautic, military
and other high precision technological
sectors.

Sales strength
Copmes Sud machines are

marketed both internationally and
nationally. Expected sales re-
venue for 1998 is ItL 18 billion
(around US$ 10.3 million), 80 per
cent coming from abroad, 20 per
cent from Italy.

Marketing operations are cur-
rently handled by sales managers
Antonio Bruschi  for Italy, and
Francesco Davalli and Stefania
Ingino for the rest of the world. In
terms of exports, the most im-
portant countries are  France,
Portugal, Spain, England, Taiwan,
Turkey, United States, Canada,
Russia, Poland and Yugoslavia.
Recently Copmes Sud has suc-
cessfully concluded four impor-
tant sales in Iran.

The company is currently looking for
agents and offering concessions in Latin
America and Australia.Internal
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