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The premises of Belfortglass 
at Ovada, northern Italy

Twenty-five years from its founding, Belfortglass, one of
Italy’s historical names in grinding wheel manufacturing, 
has decided to make the move towards new
geographical areas of business, after the scission from
Elettromeccanica Bovone. Glass-Technology International
spoke to Mario Liva, Marketing Manager at Belfortglass,
to find out how the company is facing today’s evolving
and expanding market with partnerships, and how it is
celebrating its Silver Jubilee.

Mario Liva*
BELFORTGLASS SRL

ILVER JUBILEE
The year 2004 marks an important

occasion for Belfortglass – 25 years
of production of grinding wheels. Belfortglass
has now redesigned its strategies, closing with
the past, but maintaining all its technologies and
traditions that characterized it as a company with
high-quality products, and, at the same time, is
looking to the future and starting off again,
now completely separated from Elettromecca-
nica Bovone.
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COLLABORATION
CHANGES

Many important changes have taken place
since the termination of the collaboration with
Elettroneccanica Bovone in 2003. Belfortglass
was obliged to look to other companies in order
to recreate its commercial strategy and net-
work of distributors. 

Belfortglass, therefore, made some important
decisions for its future – two in particular -
both in the short and long term. The first, the col-
laboration with one of Italy’s machinery man-
ufacturers - Zanetti Macchine - due to the long,
fruitful relationship with the company, and the
second, the joint venture with a Chinese machin-
ery manufacturer – Fushan – to whom Belfort-
glass now supplies its diamond wheels.
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A view of the
workshop at
Belfortglass

COMPANY HISTORY

The company started activities in 1971 with the
production of extruders. It then
went on to manufacture machines
for the glass sector – for the pro-
duction of aluminium profiles.
The next step was to commercialize
these same profiles. 

In 1979, Belfortglass also started to
produce grinding wheels for its sister
company at that time – Elettromeccanica
Bovone, as well as for other com-
panies on the market. Belfortglass
has since continued these  commer-
cial activities, for which, this year, it
celebrates its Silver Jubilee. ZANETTI

MACCHINE
One of the most important steps the com-

pany took was to improve the cooperation with
Zanetti Macchine – creating considerable expan-
sion for both companies. At first, the collabo-
ration was due to the fact that Zanetti had the
productive abilities but not the commercial
network. Therefore, Belfortglass, with its know-
ledge of the foreign markets and commercial net-
work, was the right partner. 

At that time, Belfortglass already repre-
sented Zanetti for the sales of its machines. This
collaboration is now much closer and includes
a 33 per cent takeover of the shares of Zanet-
ti. The previous partners still remain – one of
which is Salem Distributing, which is also the
American agent of Belfortglass. Zanetti has also
moved from Bologna to Belfortglass’ premi-
ses, in Ovada, northern Italy, with its offices and
production unit, using the synergies between the
two companies to improve and to re-launch its
production to reach the market in a more con-
vinced and more articulated way. 

The two companies use the same suppliers
for parts, and are working together to integrate
their  know-how and capabilities. On the one
hand, Zanetti is well known for its production
of reliable machinery and, on the other, Belfort-
glass the same, for its double-glazing machines
and wheels and tools. This collaboration,
therefore, could see the possibility of improve-
ments both for wheels and for machines. Both
companies will be present on the same stand
at this year’s edition of glasstec, in November.
There will also be a third company present –

Zanetti automatic bevelling
machine for shapes
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Silemeccanica, which collaborates with Belfort-
glass as far as double glazing is concerned, and
is the partner of Belfortglass for the sector
regarding sealing robots. 

During the recent period, a further decision
was made to develop collaborations and agree-
ments with a foreign machinery manufacturer.
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JOINT VENTURE WITH FUSHAN
In fact, the second important move that

Belfortglass made in 2004, is that of a colla-
boration agreement for the production of grind-
ing wheels with Fushan – a Chinese machinery
manufacturer who is starting to enter the Euro-
pean market. The agreement was signed at an
official ceremony at the recent edition of 
China Glass in Beijing, and was carried out with
precise concepts in mind. 

The main idea is the possibility of entering
the Chinese market in a very direct way – with
production there, combining European tech-
nology, quality and know-how, with the bene-
fit of a name already well known in that area.

The new company, or joint venture, to be called
Bovone Fushan, is expected to start production
in 2005 and will, for the present, produce only
for the Chinese market. 

Fushan is one of the major producers of
glass processing machines for the Chinese mar-
ket and this, for Belfortglass, represents an
important opportunity to make itself known in
this difficult market, made up of hundreds of small
and medium sized glassworks that would oth-
erwise be very difficult to contact only by
means of a representative strategy.

Moreover, this joint venture could mean
expansion into the entire Southeast Asian mar-
ket with high quality products without high
costs, and, therefore, have the possibility to
contrast the present difficult European situation
that has now been present for some years, with
a production unit directly in that area.

THE FUTURE
Belfortglass is now moving to strengthen

these new business collaborations and to con-
solidate the company’s presence in the market,
confirming even more the name and trademark
Belfortglass. New personnel have been hired and
the important decisions made are beginning to
pay off, with sales ongoing worldwide, in coun-
tries such as United States, China, South East
Asia, Italy and Europe. ■
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