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One of the long galleries inside the building

TThe new headquarters
of J. Walter Thompson
- one of the world’s

leading advertising agencies -
stands like a huge screen, project-
ing light, reflections and images
over the whole city of Frankfurt-
am-Main in Germany. The
building produces one of the most
important elements of contempo-
rary life: communication.

Because of the extensive use of
glass, the construction at no. 6
Schwedler Strasse, looks almost

like a semi-virtual archi-
tectural structure, made
up of geometric shapes
of light. The spaces, peo-
ple and objects appear to
float through them.
Glass has deliberately

been chosen for its symbolic
strength and inherent capacity to
create a sense of cutting through
matter. It also establishes visual
fluidity between the intrinsic spac-
es of contemporary architecture.

The design is inspired by an in-
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 projects
creasingly ‘substance-
less’ notion of technol-
ogy, the notion of ‘less
is more’, coined by
Mies van der Rohe. It
is an idea which is
back in vogue now, due
to the abundance of
laminated glass fa-
cades. Having com-
pletely abandoned the
idea of rigid frames
and structures, lami-
nated glass walls cre-
ate clean transparent
surfaces, with just the
faintest trace of a thin
tensile structure of
steel cables, tie-rods
and fibres.

The designers, Sch-
neider + Schumacher,
have paid careful con-
sideration to the exist-
ing cityscape, which is composed
of a combination of both modern
constructions and old buildings.
They have therefore deliberately
drawn on old industrial materials
and ‘interfaced them’ with this
new building through a horizon-
tally ribbed metal wall, as a clear
allusion to the steel industry.

The other sides of the building
are made from different types of
glass,   manufactured by Pilking-
ton. To cope with the sunshine
flooding through the side facing
south - where most thermal insu-
lation is required - Infrastop Neu-
tral 51/38 was chosen. This quali-
ty product offers 51 per cent
transmission of natural light and
38 per cent thermal insulation.
Long galleries stretching along
the entire length of the building
mark the five separate building
levels. Exploiting the faint mark-
ings of the metal parapets, they
create a close-knit pattern of hori-
zontal and vertical lines.

It is the main facade however,
facing north, which draws most
heavily on the visual interplay of
transparent, laminated glass. This
side of the building looks like a
huge, reinforced concrete sculp- Close-up of the glass wall of the main facade

Interior spaces

ture encased in glass, al-
most like a precious,
technological relic pro-
tected by a huge glass
screen. This effect is
achieved through the use
of Planar, another Pilk-
ington structural glazing
system designed for con-
structing wide, shiny,
transparent surfaces.
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