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SOLID ADVANTAGES
The Final Programme for
the Glass Performance Days
2015, to take place 24-26
June in Tampere, Finland,
has been published. The setup of the Conference follows the usual pattern in the
sense that the modular programme offers opportunities
for participants to select the
combination of events most
useful for their needs. What
is unusual is the concentrated format of the conference
to two days following the
opening event, the unique
selection of intensive special
topic workshops and the opportunity to book individual
meetings with other GDP
participants in the Meeting
Manager Service. “Our theme this time is InnovationBusiness-Design, but under
that umbrella we really focus on bringing advantages
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to all participants,” says
Jorma Vitkala, Chairman of
the Organizing Committee.
“Based on feedback from
earlier conferences we have
streamlined the programme
and made it a focal point to
provide more information in
less time-consuming ways.
Our workshops take a practical approach to speciﬁc
issues and the increased interactivity of the entire conference is planned to serve
the special needs of participants for both additional
information and instant
feedback.”

SERVING THE ENTIRE
VALUE CHAIN
GPD is planned to serve
the needs of the entire glass
industry value chain from
technology development to
on-site construction. The
15 different workshops on
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23 and 24 June deal with
speciﬁc issues in a practical way and the objective is
to go straight to successful
solutions and experiences
from challenging cases. “It
normally takes a lot of time
and several meetings, lots of
travelling and major expenses to get to the ﬁnal details
of successful projects, but
here at GPD we provide instant access to that same information in a concentrated
way at the same location,”
Vitkala outlines. “Among
the Conference highlights
we count the issue of highrise construction and our
presentations of case studies
from the world’s most challenging building projects.
Top architects participate
in these presentations and a
lot of weight is given to the
opportunities of using glass
in façade solutions and as a

structural element. Among
the architectural presentations we also include a
presentation of the proposals for the Guggenheim
Museum project in Helsinki, Finland.” The high-rise
building workshop deals
with the planned and ongoing high-rise projects in
the Nordic region and many
of the special considerations
that are applicable to them,
i.e. overall planning, wind
load, sun protection and
energy-efﬁciency.
SOM,
Waagner
Biro,
Smithson, Jacob & Associates and Meinhardt Façade
Technology have designed
and implemented a large part
of the most demanding highrise buildings in the world.
Their presentation puts emphasis on the importance of
overall planning and the learning connected with that.

Glass-Technology International 3/2015

65

E V E NTS

Experiences are shared
at workshops by Koltay,
on façade engineering; by
Kuraray, on structural performance and applications
of laminated glass and Sentry Glass lamination and
processing, as well as retroﬁtting of projects.
Dow Corning focuses on
structural silicone glazing
and next generation bonding techniques and the
University of Sydney on
recent research on vacuum
insulated glazing.

PROCESSOR BENEFITS
For glass processors the
many practical presentations in the different workshops and the conference
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programme with top specialists on glass construction include a lot of opportunities to learn about new
trends and special requirements.
Experiences learned will inﬂuence product processing
and development and the
range of product offerings
in the future.
At best some key new ideas
may save costly fact-ﬁnding
travelling many times over.
“Knowing what architects
and designers look for enables processors to prepare
for the right product offering at the right time without costly investments in
solutions that might not be
a priority,” Jorma Vitkala
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comments. Top management representatives have
expressed that their main
reason for returning to the
GPD over the years is to get
a good feeling for the direction in which the business is
going.
Market intelligence and
networking are some of the
key advantages that help
focus business operations
in the right way.
“Informal discussions and
unpublished expert opinions often point the way
of development long before formal documentation and that is the kind of
insight that top management really needs,” Jorma
Vitkala says.

MIDSUMMER
IN FINLAND
“Midsummer is a very special time in Scandinavia and
Finland,” Vitkala closes.
Not only do we have the
advantage of extended daylight hours but also a general atmosphere of optimism
and togetherness, which really mirrors the GPD spirit
well,” Vitkala says.
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